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POST-MASTECTOMY PROGRAM of .BROE. COUNTY
cia VAt·YWHA 01 BERGEN COUNTV· 605 PASCACK ROAD, WASHINGTON TOWNSHIp, NJ 07675. (201) 666·8610

Co-sponsored by Nalional Council uf Jewllill Women. Grellter runec:k and MId-Bergen sections: YWCA 01 Bergen County; and YM·VWfolA ot Bergen County

June 1, 1992

The Hon. Marge Roukema

Dear Congresswoman Roukema:

Thank you again for your continued support in helping us reach
women who are concerned about breast cancer or who have had breast
cancer surgery.

The media also has been most helpful, and so I was dismayed to hear
of proposals to exclude local broadcast stations such as WHSE TV 68
from local cable carriage. I hope you will reject such proposals.

It is my experience that WHSE TV 68 "In Your Interest," hosted by
Bill Roller, performs an outstanding public service, reaching and
helping to:educate people in many communities on a wide range of
issues. The president of our organization and myself were guests on
this hour long show and on the special segments that continued to
be broadcast over a period of 90 days. Through hourly segments,
alternating with other pUblic service messages, this format
provides a large' and diverse a\ldience the opport\1nity to gain
information on important subjects such as breast cancer.

Public:access has been made possible to people of many different
communities and backgrounds through the waSE programming.

waSE TV helped get our message across. For your information, I've
enclosed our latest press release and another copy of our PRE-OP
phone HELP LINE brochure, targetted to New Jersey women. I'd be
pleased to supply your office with more brochures for distribution,
particUlarly in advance of or in connection with Breast Cancer
Awareness Month (October). Please contact me through our letterhead
address above, or by phoning (914) 357-6349.

Thank you for your consideration.

Rachel Mathieu
Public Relations Chairman

enclosures
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POST-MASTECTOMY PROGRAM of ••RGIIN COUNTY
clo YM·YWHA of BERGEN COUNTY. 605 PASCACK ROAD, WASHINGTON TOWNSHIp, NJ 07875. (201) _·6810

Co-sponllOted bV National Council of Jewilh Women, Greater Teaneck and MICI-Bero-n sections; YWCA of 8erpft COunty; and YM·YWHA of Betaen County

June 1, 1992

The Hon. Bill Bradley

Dear Sen. Bradley:

I urge you to reject proposals to exclude local broadcast stations
from local cable carriage.

It is our experience that WHSE TV 68 n In Your Interest, n hosted by
Bill Roller, performs an outstanding public service, reaching and
helping to educate people in many communities on a wide range of
issues. The president of our organization and .ysel! were quests on
this hour long show. and on the special segments that continued to
be broadcast over a period of 90 days. Through hourly segments,
alternating with other public service ••ssages, this format
provides a large and diverse audience the opportunity to qain
information on important subjects such as breast cancer.

Public access has been made possible to people of many different
communities and backgrounds through the WHSE programming.

WHSE TV helped get our message across. For your information, I've
enclosed our latest press release and a copy of our PRE-oP phone
HELP LINE brochure, targetted to New Jersey women. I'd be pleased
to supply your New Jersey office with more brochures for
distribution, particularly in advance. of or in connection with
Breast Cancer Awareness Month (October). Please contact me through
our letterhead address above, or by phoning (914) 357-6349.

Thank you for your consideration.

Rachel Mathieu

Public Relations Chairman

enclosures
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'ag."A~ COMMUNJCATION. COMMI••JON

WA.HINOTON

February 22, 1993

viewa. I am
ecord of the

,

Thank you tor taking the time to ex e
placing copies o! our correspondence n
Commi.sion's docket on hom••hopping at 10

Mr. Thoma. P. C1Q11n
SUffo;ate
....x County Surrogat.'s Court
Ball of Reoorda
Newark, New Jers.y 07102

Dear Mr. CUblins

I appreciate your letter of February 12. Your cOIIIUnta
highlight prec1.e1y the qu••tion. the Comai. on hap.. to learn
more about a. •• con.ider the i.sue ot home shoppin; televiaion
atat1on. and the public intere.t.

c o-p..,
leec=..,~

?,:l04
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FEDIi"Al. COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION

WASHINGTON

April 2, 1991

Ms. Ella Connors
Vioe President & Station Manager
WHSI-TV
3200 Expressway Drive South
P.O. Box 559
Central Is11p, New York 11722

Dear Ms. Conno~s:

Many thanks for your reoent lett r concerning must-carry
and ohannel posltion1ng. I read yo letter with great interest
and w11l keep your views in mind as we tUdy the erfective
competition issue more closely in m'ns months.
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GIORQEJ.HOCH8RUECKNEft
, IT O1mtCT. H.VIr "011.

COIlIIIIIITTIII:
ARM'" SIIWICf.

MUCHANt' MARIN!
AND FIiHiRt!S

NMCOnc:l AlUSI
ANO COtfTROL

~onlJttll of ttJe tSntttb Iitatt5
"oule of 1\epresentatibes
.al~tnlton, ;Be: 20515-8201

May 17, 1993

UI CAIt_ MOll. OMCI ''''''01110
WMIllIlOTOIl. DC: Z0I1W201

1202t 211-1111

DllratCf OItICU;

'''' NU•••t HIclMwAY
lum 213

C:CII\'O(ACII, NY "720
(11•••1-17.,

"",""W OfnCI ""LDM
4:17 1AI'r ...... Il!tUT
IWUII(MI. NY "10'

11111 727-2112

~George J.
Member of

Mr. David Porrello
P.O. Box 559
Central Islip, NY 11722

Dear Mr. Porrello:

The enclosed letter is in response to my inquiry on your behalf
to James Quello of the Federal Communications Commission (FCC). I
hope you find the letter informative.

Rest assured that I will continue to keep abreast of the FCCts
implementation of must carry provisions of the Cable Competition Act.
If I can be of further assistance to you with any federal matter in
the future, please do not hesitate to call upon me.

Sincerely,

B~b~kner
Congress

GJH:pap
Enclosure
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FEDERAL. COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION

WASHINGTON

May 12, 1993

Honorable Georse J. Hochbrueclmer
Howse o£ Repreaentatlves
229 cannon H9uae Ottice Building
Wuh1ngton, DC 20515

])ear Congressman Hocbbrueckner:

thank you tor your letter ursing that Ixae shopping station WHSI-TV. Long
Island. be entitled to IalSt-oarry status on cable television.

Ow- Iotice or Proposed Rule Making (HM Docket flo. 93-8) was initiated to
examine whether home shoppIng statIons operate 1n the public intel"eat and
whether they sbould be entitled to IlU.St~ry status. The Notice (eaclcaed)
includes a dIscussion ot the criteria to be used 1n maklng these
det8rJ11irJatlon3 and the potential 1aIpact on home shopping statlODs once
resulatlona have been adopted.

rour COIIDeDts wIll be placed in the record of this proceeding so that the
Coaalssion can be aindtul ot your concerns during ita deliberations. I truet
that the foregoing and the enclosure are informative.

Sincerely,

Enclosure
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FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION
. WASHINGTON. D.C. lOSS.

25 JUK '\992.
IN "V\.Y IIG'CJ11 TOI

E11-80l0
CN-920l774

IiJnorable Alfonse D'Amato
United States Senate
520 Bart senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-3202

Dear senator D'Amato: ... ~-~:.~~.~~..~
.-: ..•.•..~.¥~--...:..- .. ,

". ---' ...~---~.-

'n1ank you for your letter on behalf of New Jersey State Senator Richard J.
Codey, regarding cable carriage of the Channel 68 broa3cast televisia1
station. State senator Codey is concerned that under "proposed changes" in
the regulation of cable television, the cable system in .his legislative
district will not be required to carry Channel 68, which provides public
affairs programming to his constituents. State senator Codey would like to
ensure that Channel 68 remains on the cable system.

There are no current statutes or regulations requiring cable carriage of
broadcast stations, aai there have not been for several years. Prior to 1985,
the camni.ssion' s Rules required that cable systems carry lIDSt local broadcast
television stations. In that year, however, the Court of Appeals for the
District of Coluni:lia Circuit invalidated the "DUst carry- rules, finding that
such rules violated the First AmerXbnent rights of cable operators.Qlincy
Cable TV. Inc. y. ftX:, 768 F.2d 1434 (D.C. Cir. 1985), cart. denied, 106 s.Ct.
2889 (1986). Following the court's decision, the Ccmni.ssion adopted interim
mst carry rules, in 1986. 'Dle interim rules were also struck down by the
Court of Aweals in Centw:y Cgmunicatigns y. RX:, 835 F.2d 292 (D.C. Cir.
1987), cert. denied, 486 O.S. 1032 (1988). In both cases, the court held that
the Conmission had failed to demonstrate a need for JllJSt carry rules that
outweighed the First Amendment rights of cable operators. Since 1987, the
Conmissia1 has 'had no requirements regarding the carriage of local broadcast
stations on cable television systems.

Recently, the Cozmlission has considered the adoption of limited mst carry
rules in two·,contexts. In!lol Docket No. 90-4, which established criteria for
determining when cable television systems are subject to effective
conpetition, the Conmission is currently seeking to determine whether DUSt
carry rules are necessary in order to. ensure such effective conpetiti~. In
m Docket No. 82-434, regarding network~able cross-ownership, the camdssion
recently adopted safeguards against instances of nal~riage resulting from
discriminatory conduct on the part of network-owned cable systems. Where
such conduct is found to have occurred, the COIIIllission has stated that it will
take remedial action, including ordering the cable operator to carry the
station or to carry it on a given channel, as necessary.

--:.;..



Honorable Alfonse DI Amato 2.

As you are aware, the United States senate has also recently consic1ered DUSt
carry rules. Ql January 31, 1992, the senate oveJ:Whelm1ngly passed the Cable
TV Consumer Protection Act. This proposed statute would provide broadcasters
the option of exercising mst carry protection or retransmission consent •
rights. To date, the House of Representatives has not passed such
legislation.

I have enclosed copies of the news releases conceming lfi Docket No. 90-4 and
lfi Docket 82-434 for your use.

Sincerely,

L.~
~_r

Rpy J. Stewart. . - .. . - .- - .-..'
... chief:.-Mass Media Bureau

"
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ROBERT J. MRAZEI<
3IlD Ol'~' Nfl/f "1'0111\

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES
HOUSE OF REPRESENTAmES

WASHINGTON. D.C. 20515-3203

.
June 26, 1992

COMMrmEON
APPAOPlUATlO~$

WHlPAT WGE

lis. *1:'1an~e V. $backl"
IUbllc a.l&t1ous • Hedla Cqnaulr.aut
24 Vestem Laue
Saithtown. sew fork 11787

".near Ms. Shackles:

!bank you fo~ coneactinl ma to exp.e&s 1~ support fo~ thl tnclusion of
b01lle shoppinl network.s under any "1IR1st cazory" provisions contained in
C&ble-~81..Tision rel'tlacion lQifilitlon.--X .. ·p~"c4. to~'eoa*Mi~': ..
As 10U a~e aware, Gonar.as 1. ~r~tlr G~s1derta& the C.bl. Television
ltSU1&t1Oft ariel ConsUIla!: P1:o~ection &cl calpot1tlOSl Act of l"a (B.I. 48.50),
111:l.s1&C1on allced at loverlJL1 cable television b1:e. e4 SllprO"t'lnI cut01ller
••ni.~8. H.1. 4850 would 1:equire the Peelera1 Comamicacions coais,f.ofl
(FCC) to I.i a natlonvt4e price fo~ ')aale l cabl. service; the FCC could
al.o ~.8ulate other pro8~am packases if lt ~ecelTed a complatnt ~ & .tate
or local !ranehilinJ authority.

,

•• :'.' .'p.•••,~. :',: .~ ~'... :,

t1ndar H.! 4-ISO, a '*It carty' provision SF.c~fl•• tbac ba.ic cable pa.ckasea
include all lo~al broadcast ehanttels, •• well as 'superstations' ca~!ld by
cbe cable o\'lrators md pub11c acSuea.ticm ch8.tmel.. IoveveZ', 4ur1q .rkup
of 11.1. 4850 by the Bner&y and Coaerca CoIaitnc OIl JUDe 17, All a..ndmeut
vas offerlu:l by Rep. Don lUtter statins that the 'lIUst curr' provis1.ol1 does
not require or pre.ent the carriase of bome s~oPPlnl network channels by
cabla operators ,in the baste package.

Wh~le I appreciat* your concern that home s~opplnc networks w111 nece.&&r11y
'. be e~cludad 1,1Zlcer thh amendment r I DZWit tell 1qu that lIlJ input 1s 'Very

l1mi.tecL Rov.Y~r. I anticipate th~t • clarifyiq, aaellcbunt will b. offered
on the fleor ~ur1n& the debate' of S.l. 4850 s~!pu1atta& that home shopping
networks be actively incl~d.cl ~dc~ the 'auC··~1 PI:OTf..~:··

..
Alain, thank you fo~ tak1.nz the time to $bare yow: CQDCeml. Pl•••e be
a.8ured that I will taep your T1ew$ in mind' dut'tD1 cocsi4eration of B.R.
4850. 4ddlti.onal COmments and questions 'are welcome.

S1nc:e:ely,

'Srb
aobert J. lkcz""k
HembAr of Congress

1UX:kc

\
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,,.ORMAN F. LENT
4T1l OIlTRICf. New YORe

COMMITTEli ON iN[AGY
A/lIO COMM!IICE

lIANJlIN" n"'I,ID~IC"N

COMMITTEE ON
!.IEACHANT MARINE AND

F,$HEAIES
'~ICOa,..n, •• 011I

"'CRCHANT MAn''''

Q:ongrts,S of the tlnited ~tatt.s
t~ouse of RtpfeSttttaO\l£s
Washington, B~ 20515

June 10, 1992

P1.IASE AOOREU RS'LlES TO THI!
WASHINGTON. De. O"'CE

UNlUS OTHEllWlSE IHOICATED

WASHINGTON o""CE:
2408 IlAnu_", HOUse OtriCC 8VI~OI1l~

TrWHONf: 1202) 228.?888

QISTRICT O"ICU;o ROOM 300.2280 G.ANO AVCI'IVI
IA40WIN. NY 11810

TeuPHONe. (51el 223.1111 $

C M~SSA'COUA puc VI~4AGe H...~~
18 I '"01'1' S,~tf'

M"~$I\"OUA PARK. NY 11712
TCUPHONf: IS 10) 7n.~454

Mr. John Renyhart
Vice President
Markecing and Communication
UNITED WAY OF LONG ISLAND
535 Broad Hollow Road - #W5
MelVille, New York 11747

.. .. _0._.... _.. ... _. __,_'0_ .._. ~ --.,.
support for the programming

Oear Mr. Renyhart:

-- ~ ... -.• ':.-..:- ThariK.~·yoU fOr writ3.ngtoe~press
of WHSI-TV, ~ong Island's channel 67.

It is a pleasure to hear from you in this matter and to
learn of your endorsement of ~he WHSI's public affairs
progr~~ing. As you noted, the Energy and Commerce Committee
will soon he oonsidering cable legislation which has already been
approved by the subcommittee with jurisdiction over tele
communications issues. I certainly understand and appreciate the
serious impact that the measure -- in its current form -- may
have on "shop at home" stations, including TV 67.

Be assured that I will keep your con~erns in mind when the
committee begins its deliberations on this aspect of cable bill.
Once again, thank you for getting in touch.

I
NFL/jh

With war.rn regards, I remain

S' ~e::'i-r
F. LENT

Congress
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BILL BRADLEY
NlWJIIIIIY

June 11, r992.
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COMMlTTUS;l'" "
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FINANCE ..>

ENERGY AND
NATURAL ftlSDURCEI

SELECT COMMITTEE
ON INTaUGENCE

SPECIAl COMMITTEE ON
AGING

Mr. Ger.rd K. Gannon
The OCcupational Center
391 Lake.ide Avenue
Orange, Rew Jersey 07050

Dear Mr. Gannon:

Thank you for your letter regarding WHII-TV, Channel
68. I afpreciated the opportunit~ to ~eview!our comment.
on this Issue.

'. .' -. .
I .a. pleas.d to receive your positi.ve co_ents

regarding "In Your lnt.r.st" and agre. that public service
progr...ing is an important component 0.£' broadcasting. II!
staff h•• contact.d ESI-TV directll! ugarding th.ir'
concern., which c.nt.r on the "'auat carr.~" provisions of
cable legi.lation p••••d by the Senata e.r1i.r- this y.ar.
During consideration of the Cable Terevision Consumer
Protection Act, S. 12, an amen~nt was offered that would
have singled out h~e shopping stations fo~ different
tr.at.ent with respect to the.e ".ust carry·, provisions.
Although this ...nd••nt wa. not included in ~. final
version of S. 12, this bill is curre~tly. before the Bou.e of
a.pr.s.ntatives, .nd. 1 will be followinw dev.lopaaents
closely should it be altered during House deliberations.

Thank', you again for taking the time to contact .e and
info~ me of the public service efforts of Channel 68.
Plea.e stay in touch.

Best wish.s.

Sincerely,

f1w-
Bill Bradley
United States Senator

BB/fvz

PflINTID ON RICVCLlD PAPER
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FRANK J. GUARINI
14TH DISTRICT
NEW JERSEY

COMMITTEE ON WAYS AND MEANS

SuecOliMllTIl ON TRADI

COMMITTEE ON BUDGET

SELECT COMMITTEE ON
NARCOTICS ABUSE AND CONTROL

MAJORITY WHIP AT-LARGE

~anlft" af tfJt I1nittb "tatt'
.OUlt of ~tprtltntatibtl

.alfJinllton. I\~ 20515-3014
April 9, 1992

RAvaURN HOUlE OmcE BUILDING
WAIHIIIIGTON. DC 20515-3014

(202) 225-2785

15 PATH PLAZA
JERSEY CITY, NJ 07308

1201) 859-7700

654 AVENUE C
BAYONNE. NJ 07002

(201) 823-2900

Ms. Ella Connors
Vice-President
TV68-WHSE
390 W. Market Street
Newark, New Jersey 07107

Dear Ms. Connors:

, Thank you for your letter concerntn-g H.R. 1303, the Cable
~elevision Consumer Protection and Competition Act of 1991 and "must
carry provisions.

Representative Markey, Chairman of the Subcommittee on
Telecommunications and Finance will not be holding a mark up on H.R.
1303. Rather, he is currently drafting a new version of the Cable
Television Consumer Protection and Competition Act. This new bill
will be the vehicle for mark-up by his committee in the near future.

Representative Markey's draft bill contains retransmission
consent, must carry, and channel positioning provisions. Commercial
broadcasters would have the option of exercising retransmission
consent rights or seeking must carry protection and would be
required to make this choice every three years. Under this "mus t
carry" provision, cable operators woulQ be required to reserve up to
one-third of their total channel capacity for local co~ercial

broadcast signals. Cable operators also would be required to carry
all qualified local noncommercial education television stations,
subject toc~rtain exceptions. Thus, this new bill should address
your concerns.

Thank you again for taking the time to write on this importdnt
matter.

With kindest regards,

:&'n '~
~ . ~

F ;;:J. GU INI ~
Member of Congress

FJG:ak BUY AMERICAN I

THIS STATIONERY PRINTED ON PAPER MADE OF RECYCLED FIBERS
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DEAN A. GALLO
11TH DISTRICT. N£w J£RSEY

APPROPRIATIONS COMMITTEE

SUBCOMMITTEES

ENERGY AND WATER

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

RANKING MINORITY MEMBER

REGIONAL WHIP

((ongrt55 of tbt 1I1nittb 6tatt5
.ouse of RepttBtntatibtB
.a~bingtont me( 20515-3011

April 3, 1992

WASHINGTON OFFIC£:

13 I 8 LONGWORTH BUILDING

WASHINGTON, DC 20515-301 I

1202) 225-5034.

DiSTRICT OFFIClS:

101 GIBRALTAR DRIVE

SUIT( 2-D

PUSIPPANY·TROY HILLS Twp.

MORRIS PLAINS. NJ 07950
(201) 984-07 I I

22 NORTH SUSSEX STREET
OOV£R. NJ 07BO I

(2011 328-7413

2&£

Ms. Ella Connors
Vice President and station Manager
HSN Broadcasting of N.J.
390 W. Market st.
Newark, NJ 07107

Dear Ms. Connors:

3 fAlRFllLD AV£NU£
WlST CALDWlLL. NJ 07006

(2011 228-9262

Thank you for your recent letter urging my support for low
power must carry provisions as part of House consideration of cable
reregulation legislation.

I appreciate the urgency of your request and have forwarded
copies of your letter to my colleague, Rep. Matthew Rinaldo, who is
ranking Republican on the Telecommunications Subcommittee and will
have a great deal to say about the provisions in the House bill.

The community service commitment of low power stations is
consistent with that of the cable service providers themselves and
the stations should be given the opportunity to have a place on the
local cable system.

I will be closely watching the committee action on this bill
and will keep your views in mind as this legislation comes before
the House for consideration.

"

~.~
DEAN A. GALLO
Member of Congress

DAG:rbl



THOMAS J. DOWNEY
2D DISTIUCT, N!W YORl(

=MYIUIN IIOUII OR'lCI .....LDItIlI
1ILDHONI; 011 DSoWS

Dmara' OPPICI:
4UDltLL IIMD

WIlT IIU., NY 117tJ
'IILIPHONII (51'> "I"""

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES
HOUSE OF REPRESENTAnVES

WASHINGTON. D.C. 20SU
April 24, 1992

CCltAllnIul"'"
WAYlNJDMWlS

~OHftADI

IUICOMMmI! ON
IIUMAH aaouaca

SdLec:r alNMInIE ON AGING

0WUWl,
IUIClMIl'I'I'II ON
IIUMMt .¥ICIS

MCXIfIfIUI'I1I ON
IIIA1,;nl lUI) LONG TIl.. CAl!

Ms. Ella Connors
Vice Preisdent And Station Manaqer
HSN Broadcasting Of New Jersey
3200 Expressway Drive South, PO Box 559
Central Islip, New York 11722

Dear Ms. Connors a

Thank you tor contacting me about cable talevision. • 'I - am
happy that we are in complete agreement on the need to change the
way cable companies operate, specifically the way they deal with
broadcasters.

SUbscribers ot cable television are at the mercy of their
local cable operators. They are subject to price hike., random
channel elimination. and any additional charges an operator deems
necessary. presently, there exists little, it any, recourse tor
the individual cable subscriber. I have oosponsored legislation
Which would open the way for competition in the cable television
market through' a phased lifting of the restrictions preventinq
telephone companies from offering cable TV services in their
telephone services areas.

Until viable competition exists, however, cable consumers must
be protected. Legislation Which would impose rate and. service
requlations on the eable TV industry has recently passed the Senate
with overwhe~ming support. Incorporated into this legislation is
a "must carry" provision which would require cable operators to
carry the 8iqna18 of local commercial television station~.

~he House of Representatives is also working on cable
reregulation legislation. congressman Shays has introduced a bill
~hat is identical to the Senate-passed version of a cable
reregulation bill. In addition, Congressman Markey's SUboommittee
on Telecommunications and Finance, recently approved a draft bill
Which contained. the "must carry" provision for local broadcasters]

owever, this d.raft bill included an amendment which would exclude
home-shopping broadcast provisions from the must carry protection.

~~~~. bill has not yet been approved Dy the tull Energy and Commerc~

Committee. "Must carry" protection is important for .Ill locaQ
broadcasters so that they can reach local viewers who are payin;

~~uqh prices tor cable service. -
It is imperative that a strong cable bill be passed now.



MARGE ROUKEMA
ITH D4STIUCT, NEW JEIlSIY

WASHINGTON OFFICE:

22U .....Y.URN HOUSE OFFICE .UILDING
WASHINGTON, DC 201 I 1-3001

12021 221-4...

NEW JERSEY OFFICES,

1200 EAST RIDGEWOOD AVENUE
RIDGEWOOD. NJ OHIO

(20" U7-3900

8' S,RING STREET
NEWTON. NJ 07110

12011179-3039

O:ongrrss of thr tlnitnl ~tQtts

"oust of RqnumrQtf\lts
Washington, Ila: 20115-;005

May 8, 1992

Ca-nua:
BANKING. FINANCE AND

URBAN AFFAIRS COMMITTEE__ IlIPUIUCNI- _

HOUSING AND CClMMUIIITY DlVlLOI'foIINT

FlNANCIAlINI'T1TUT1ONI SUI'IIlY1SION,
IllGULATION AND INSUllAHCE

ECONOMIC STAIlUZATlON

EDUCATION AND LABOR COMMITTEE

_,NG IIEI'UI~

LAlOIl-MANAGEMINT IIELATlONS

Ell_AllY, SECOIlOAIlY AND
VOCATIONAl EDUCATION

~STSECONDARY ED4JCATION

SELECT COMMITIEE ON HUNGER

Ms. Ella Connors
Station Manager TV 68 WBSE
Silver King Broadcasting of NJ
390 West Market Street
Newark, NJ 07107

Dear Ms. Connors:

Thank you expressing your support for inclusion of a low power
television station "must carry" provision in the pending cable television
legislation. I always appreciate the benefit of your opinion.

As you know, the Senate passed S. 12, the "Cable Television Consumer
Protection Act," on January 31, 1992, by a vote of 73-18. The House
cable legislation has undergone extensive hearings and revision before
the Subcommittee on Telecommunications and Finance, which completed its
consideration of the latest cable bill, B.R. 4850, prior to Easter
recess.

unfortunately, Representative Slattery did not offer a "must carry"
amendment during the April 8, subcommittee markup. There is a good
chance, however, that a "must carry" amendment will be offered during
full Energy and Commerce Committee markup~of B.R. 4850, in the near
future.

Rest assured, I will keep your concerns in mind, and I will be
closely monitoring this legislation. Thank you, once again, for bringing
this matter to my attention.

Sincerely,

~~Marge Ro ema
Member Congress

MSR:bb
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June 11, 1992

Mr. Frank Menadier
Department of Health and Human Services
193 Avon Avenue
Newark, New Jersey 07108

Dear Mr. Menadier:

COMMITTEES:

FINANCE

ENERGY AND
NATURAL RESOORCES

SELECT COMMITTEE
ON INTELLIGENCE

SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON
AGING

Thank you for your letter regarding waSE-Tv, Channel
68. I appreciated the opportunity to review your comments
on this issue.

~ I was pleased to receive your positive comments
regarding "In Your Interest" and agree that public service
programming is an important component of broadcasting. My
staff has contacted WHSE-TV directly regarding their
concerns, which center on the "must carry" provisions of
cable legislation passed by the Senate earlier this year.
During consideration of the Cable Television Consumer
Protection Act, S. 12, an amendment was offered that would
have singled out home shopping stations for different
treatment with respect to these "must carry" provisions.
Although thi~ amendment was not included in the final
version of S. 12, this bill is currently before the House of
Representatives, and I will be following developments
closely should it be altered during House deliherations.

Thank you again for taking the time to contact me and
inform me of the public service efforts of Channel 68.
Please ~tay in touch.

,
Best wishes.

Sincerely,

'.

Bill Bradley
United States Senator

BB/fvz
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Mr. Gerard K. Gannon
The Occupational Center
391 Lakeside Avenue
Orange, Hew Jersey 07050

Dear Mr. Gannon:

Thank you for your latter regarding walE-TV, Channel
68. 1 afPreciated the opportunity to ~eview your comments
on this issue.

I was pleased to receive your positive comments
regarding "In Your Interest" and agree that public service
programming is an important component of bro.dcasting. Ny
Itaff b.s contacted walE-TV dir.ctl! ~egardiDg their
conc.rns, which cent.r on the "aust carry· provisions of
cable l.gislation p••••d by the Senate earlier this year.
During consid~ration of the Cable Television Consumer
Protection Act, S. 12, an amendment was offered th.t would
have .ingled out hom. shopping .tations for. different
treat.ent with r••pect to these "must carry" provisions.
Although this amendment wa. not inc~uded in the final
version of S. 12, this bill is currently b.fore the Bous. of
a.presentatives, and 1 will be following developments
closely should it be altered during House deliberations.

Thank'you again for taking the time to contact .e and
infor.m .a of the public service efforts of Ch.nnel 68.
Please Itay in touch.

Belt wish.s.

Sincerely,

~
Bill Bradley
United state. Senator

BB/fvz
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FlNMCE

ENERGY AND
NATURAL RESOURCES

SELECT COMMITTEE
ON lNTELUGENCE

SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON
AGING

Ms. Rachel Mathieu
Post-Mastectomy Program of Bergen County
c/o '1M-YWHA of Sergen County
605 Pascack Road
Washington Township, New Jersey 07675

Dear Ms. Mathieu:

Thank you for your letter regarding WHSE-TV, Channel
68. I appreciated the opportunity to review your comments
on this issue.

I was pleased to receive your positive comments
regarding >>In Your Interest" and agree that public service
programming is an important component of broadcasting. My
staff has contacted WHSE-TV directly regarding their
concerns, which center on the "must carry" provisions of
cable legislation passed by the Senate earlier this year.
During consideration of the Cable Television Consumer
Protection Act, S. 12, an amendment was offered that would
have singled: Qut home shopping stations for different
treatment with respect to these "must carry" provisions.
Although this amendment was not included in the final
version of s. 12, this bill is currently before the House of
Representatives, and I will be following developments
closely should it be altered during House deliberations.

Thank you again for taking the time to contact me and
inform me:of the public service efforts of Channel 68.
Please stay in touch.

Best wishes.

Sincerely,

Bill Bradley
United States Senator

'.

BB/fvz
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February 26, 1992

Ms. Ella Connors
390 West Market Street
Newark, New Jersey 07107

Dear Ms. Connors:

COMM,nEES

FINANCE

ENERGY AND
NATURAL RESOURCES

SELECT COMMITIEE
ON INTELLIGENCE

SPECIAL COMMITIEE ON
AGING

Thank you for contacting me about cable television
legislation. The development of our telecommunications network
will be ~ m;lljo~ issue ill the J.02nd ~on'Jregs, and J am following
it closely.

De-regulation of the cable TV industry has brought the
benefits of cable to many households across America. New Jersey
now has the highest per-capita rate of cable subscribers in the
country. De-regulation has also led to abuses, however. Cable
operators with unchallenged monopolies have little incentive to
improve customer service and to hold down rates. In the last
four years, the average cost of basic cable service nationwide
has increased 61 percent. In parts of New Jersey, rates have
more than doubled since 1986. In addition, new technologies such
as satellite TV, wireless cable, and telephone-based systems have
become feasible. and should be allowed to compete fairly with
existing cable 'services.

I support legislative efforts to bring effective regulation
and more competition to telecommunications. In the last
Congress, I introduced an amendment td strengthen the franchise
renewal process so that communities can obtain more responsive
service from their cable TV operators. I also supported an
amendment to, help states respond to consumer needs by setting and
enforcing rules on customer service. This legislation did not
pass in the last COhgceS&, in part b~cause of oppositioll fcom the
Bush administration, but the two amendments for communities and
consumers that I supported are part of a bill, S. 12, that
recently passed the Senate. The new bill also incorporates more
effective regulation of basic cable service rates and prohibits
discrimination against alternative multi-channel providers.

I remain concerned about the issue of retransmission
consent, which has been dubbed the "20-percent surcharge" by
cable operators. Broadcasters and cable operators should be
allowed to negotiate fair compensation for the services they
provide each other, but this should not come at an unreasonable
cost to the consumer. I will follow this issue closely and will
work for a balanced solution.

Government regulation is rarely an ideal substitute for the
discipline of the market. But when a lack of competition
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prevents consumers from voting with their pocketbooks, government
has a duty to protect their interests. I hope that sufficient
competition will soon develop in this market to minimize the need
for government regulation. Because that day has not yet arrived,
I support S. 12, the Cable Television Consumer Protection Act,
and I am pleased that the Senate passed this measure.

Again, thank you for contacting me. I value your input and
will keep your views in mind when cable TV legislation comes
before the Senate again. Please do not hesitate to contact me in
the future on this or other matters of concern.

Best regards.

Sincerely,

Bill Bradley
United States Senator

"

'.
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COMMITTEE:
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SUBCOMMITTEES:

SUPERFIJN). OCEAN At«> WATER

PROTECTION. CHAIlUAN

EINIlONIIoENTAl PROTECTION

WATER RESOURCES. TRANSPORTATION

At«> I*RASTRUCTURE

f6.SN<1 COMMSSlON

Ms. Rachel Mathieu
605 Pascack Road
Washington Township, New Jersey 07675

Dear Ms. Mathieu:

Thank yo~ for your letter.

I appreciate knowing of your concern about the possibility
that local television broadcast stations would be dropped by
cable operators. I understand your concern, and know that local
broadcasters playa vital role by providing important local
information such as news, public affairs, and emergency
broadcasts.

As you may know, S. 12, legislation to regulate the cable
industry, was approved by the Senate in January with my support.
This bill contained a provision, known as "must carry," which
would prevent cable operators from excluding local broadcasters
from their programming, ensuring that cable subscribers would
have access to local programming. Related legislation is pending
in the House of Representatives, and I am hopeful that cable
legislation will be enacted soon -- although President Bush has
threatened to veto such a measure.

Again, thanks for writing. I appreciate having the benefit
of your views.

Sincerely,

FRL:nal

REPLY TO:

[J 508 HART SENATE OFFICE I!UI.OItG
WASHtlGTON. DC 2050-3002
(2D2)224-4744

[J ONE GATEWAY CENTER SlJTE 1011
NEWARK. NEW JERSEY 07102-5311
(201) 6.503030

[J IlAIlRIGTON COMMONS
20ll WIfTE HORSE PICE
SlITES 18-19
IlAIlRIGTON. N.J. 08007·1322
(6091 757-5353
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COMIMTTII:

ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC WORKS

IUKOMMlnlII:

SUPE~FUNO.OCIAN AND WAT£~

~1IOT£CTlON. CHAI~MAN

ENVI~ONMENTAl ~~OT£CTlON

WATER RESOU~CES. TIlANS~RTATION

AND INFAASTlIUCTUR£

HELSINKI COMMISSION

Ms. Ella Connors
V.P. and Station Manager
Channel 68 WHSE
390 W. Market Street
Newark, New Jersey 07107

Dear Ms. Connors:

Thauk YOu for coutactiuy me. I ap~raciated knowing of your
support for S. 12, legislation to regulate the cable television
industry.

I am concerned about the increasing costs of cable
television, and the poor service provided to many cable
subscribers. According to the United States General Accounting
Office, in the four years after cable rates were deregulated in
the mid-eighties, average monthly charges for the most popular
basic cable service rose 61%, while inflation over that period
was only 17.9%. Since cable operates as a monopoly in most
cases, regulation of rates is appropriate, and needed where no
competition exists.

,
As you may know, S. 12, the Cable Television Consumer

Protection Act of 1991, was approved by the Senate on January
31. I supported the measure, which would subject cable rates to
regulation, and ensure that rates are ~ept at a reasonable
level.

Again, I appreciated hearing from you.

Sincerely,

'.

FRL:nal

REPLY TO:

o 508 HART SENATE OFFICE BUILDING
WASHINGTON, DC 20510-3002
(202) 224-4744

::J ONE GATEWAY CENTER SUITE 1011
NEWARK. NEW JERSEY 07102-5311
1201) 645-3030

o BARRINGTON COMMONS
208 WHITE HORSE PIKE
SUITES 18-19
BARRINGTON. N.J. 08007-1322
(609) 757-5353
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520 HART BUILDING
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Ms. Ella Conors
390 W. Market Street
Newark, New Jersey 07107

Dear Ms. Conors:

Thank you for contacting me and please excuse the delay in
replying. I'm sorry not to have had the opportunity to respond
sooner.

I appreciate your thoughts regarding S. 12, the Cable Tele
vision Consumer Protection Act of 1991 which passed the Senate on
January 31, 1992.

Since the passage in 1984 of the Cable Communications Policy
Act, which effectively deregulated the cable industry, concerns
have risen regarding instances of excessive cable rate increases
and poor customer service. The Cable Television Consumer Protec
tion Act was introduced in the Senate in an effort to address
these concerns.

While I have reservations about some elements of this bill,
I supported final passage of S. 12 because I feel it is important
that consumers be assured of basic customer service standards and
protection against unreasonable rate increases.

Like you, I was concerned with the so-called "retransmission
consent" provision. This provision would give local broadcast
stations the~option of choosing between either retransmission con
sent, whereby they can negotiate with cable systems for compensa
tion for their carriage, or "must carry" which forces a cable
system to carry a qualifying local broadcast station, but no com
pensation is granted to the station.

Whi~e concerns have been expressed that fees paid to broad
cast stations, under retransmission consent, could be reflected
as an increase to cable subscribers, safeguards have been placed
in the legislation to ensure that cable users are protected.
Cable operators will be forced to have any new fee in basic cable
service approved by the local franchising authority. Any
disputes which are not settled by the local franchising authority
will be brought before the FCC. According to the stipulations in
this legislation, the Federal Communications Commission shall con
sider the impact that the granting of retransmission consent by


